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Dear Christian brothers and sisters,

We greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and wish you God's richest blessings in the New Year! 

We are writing you today to inform you of our missionary service as International Student Mission (ISM) in Tuebingen, Germany, and to ask you for your help in supporting us in our work.  We are Jim and Naomi Kautt (from Dallas, TX and Akita, Japan) and we have been serving in ministry to the German and English-speaking International Christian Church in Tuebingen, Germany for almost the past seven and a half years.  When we began in June 1999, our church was only a handful of individuals.  Now, by God's grace, more people are attending (30-35 people from 8-12 different nationalities), and, in reaching out to more international students and singles, there is abundant prospect for future growth.  But, as our church congregation is still small and most of our student and single members live on fixed or limited incomes, we rely on continued help from outside sources for our church and personal support as missionaries.   We would kindly and respectively like to request your help as churches or individuals in partnering with our missionary work here. 

Our aim is to develop a larger, even more international congregation here in Tuebingen, a university city with a population of 87,000 (including 20,000 university students and 3,400 international students).  The prospects for outreach among the international student community are abundant.  It is therefore vital that we preach the Gospel to international students who have never heard of or read the Bible while we have the opportunity.  Many of them are Chinese or Taiwanese doctoral students, post-docs, or visiting professors.  Ministry to international students and foreigners here at the University of Tuebingen, Germany is a transient work because most  students stay here only 3-4 years (some only 1 year!), and so our time to reach out and disciple them people is relatively short.   Nevertheless, our work is very effective because it reaches these individuals at important junctures of their lives during their further education in a situation that is new and unfamiliar to them.  Because their needs are different, they are often more open to try something new, hear God's Word, and come to a Bible class or special church service for the first time.   With God's blessing, many have made decisions for the Lord and been baptized while in Tuebingen (nine over the past two years), others later on after they left.  Our vision is that they may become strong Christian leaders in their countries after their experience with us in Tuebingen.   

With God's blessing, our congregation has become a hub for outreach among international students in Tuebingen.  Therefore, we are praying fervently and planning carefully to expand our present work here in the church congregation and with international students.   However, we will not have all the financial resources we need this year.  About 800 U.S. dollars of our present support will be reduced soon because of the financial difficulties of some supporters and more will be necessary for future growth.   Therefore, we kindly ask you to partner with us in this vital work to evangelize international students in Germany and German nationals.  While some churches may not be able to support us with larger amounts, small monthly donations from individuals are also a great help.  

As we are planning a stay in the States from February 16th until March 7th, 2007, we are currently looking for additional churches and individuals we could present our work to.   We would be very glad to come and meet with you then at a time if that is convenient for you.  If you are interested in hearing more and scheduling a time to meet, please contact us by phone (972)-241-8763 (John Kautt) or via e-mail: SugJames@netscape.net.  With this letter we are also enclosing an information brochure to provide you more details on our work.  

We wish you God's grace and strength this new year and we pray for the prospect of our future work together!  

Warmly in Christ,

Jim and Naomi Kautt, International Student Mission (ISM), Tuebingen, Germany  

